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NEW YORK 
BOMBER 
Mm INSPIRED 
BY ISIS 


Would-be suicide attacker only 
person seriously hurt in blast 


BY SARAH MASLIN 
& WILLIAM K. RASHBAUM 


NEW YORK 

A would-be suicide attacker detonated a 
pipe bomb strapped to his body in the heart 
of Manhattan’s busiest subway corridor 
Monday, sending thousands of terrified com- 
muters fleeing the smoke-choked passage- 
ways, and bringing the heart of Midtown toa 
standstill as hundreds of police officers con- 
verged on Times Square and the surround- 
ing streets. 

But the makeshift weapon failed to fully 
detonate, and the attacker himself was the 
only one seriously injured in the blast, which 
unfolded just before 7:20 a.m. New York time. 

Law enforcement officials said the at- 
tacker, identified by police as Akayed Ullah, 
27, chose the location because of its Christ- 
mas-themed posters, a motive that recalled 
strikes in Europe, and he told investigators 
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K.C. ALFRED U-T 


Dick Barton sifts through the remains of his home at the Rancho Monserate Country Club with the help of Del Mar fire- 
fighters on Monday. His home of 12 years was destroyed in the Lilac fire last week. 


FIRE VICTIMS LINE UP 
FOR SHOVELS, SERVICES 


LILAC FIRE: More than 65 families lost homes; THOMAS FIRE: Authorities say flames still 
some begin sifting through charred belongings threaten Santa Barbara coastal enclaves 
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New York City Police Department 


officers stand guard near the New 
York Port Authority Bus Terminal. 


BY PHIL DIEHL & GARY WARTH BY JOSEPH SERNA 


& BRITTNY MEJIA 


increase overall containment 
to nearly 20 percent. In some 
areas, the fire burned so fierce- 
ly that it left behind a barren 
and blackened “moonscape,” 
firefighters said. 

On Monday, fire crews 
safely defended structures in 
the foothills north of Carpin- 
teria and surrounding commu- 
nities from a wall offlames. 

The unique east-west orien- 
tation of area mountain 
ranges, along with narrow 
winding roads, make it very dif- 
ficult for firefighters to battle 
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fire victims at the Vista branch li- 
brary. 

Hajny and her husband, 
George, were looking for an- 
swers. “What can we do? Where 
can we go?” her husband asked. 

The couple were among 
more than 65 families who lost 
their homes to the Lilac fire over 
the weekend and had checked in 
by noon Monday at the Vista li- 
brary. 

Until Thursday, they lived in 
one of the more than 60 homes 
that burned in the Rancho Mon- 
serate Country Club, near 
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As strong winds finally died 
down and evacuation orders 
lifted, many North County resi- 
dents affected by the Lilac fire 
returned to their homes Monday 
and breathed sighs of relief 

For others, a new ordeal was 
just beginning. 

“Our heads are just spin- 
ning,” said Terry Hajny, who 
held Sherpa, her Chihuahua, in 
her arms after signing up for 
help from the Red Cross and 
other agencies at the county’s 
assistance center set up for local 


LOS ANGELES 

Wind gusts that helped 
push a massive wildfire into 
Santa Barbara County this 
weekend grew weaker Monday, 
but authorities said the week- 
old Thomas fire still threatens 
the coastal enclaves of Carpin- 
teria, Summerland and Mon- 
tecito. 

After watching the fire race 
west over the Ventura County 
line and explode to 231,700 
acres, firefighters struggled to 


SDG&E GIVES 
CITY DEADLINE 
ON DECISION 


Utility's green-energy option 
for San Diego offered until 2019 


BY JOSHUA EMERSON SMITH 


The city of San Diego has been con- 
sidering the formation of a government- 
run alternative to San Diego Gas & Elec- 
tric to help meet its goal of using 100 per- 
cent renewable energy by 2035. 

Now, SDG&E has said the city 
doesn’t have to abandon the investor- 


GAS LINE BREAK CAUSED 
CAMP PENDLETON BLAST 


Marines say rupture 
by vehicle fed flames 
that badly burned 15 


BY CARL PRINE 


An armored amphibious 
vehicle stuck in a rut along a 
Camp Pendleton road nicked 
a hidden gas line during a Sep- 
tember exercise, engulfing 14 
Marines and a sailor in a fire- 
ball that grew into a 20-foot 
pillar of flames, according to 
an official report released by 


the Marine Corps on Monday. 

While its driver tried to ex- 
tricate the assault amphibi- 
ous vehicle — nicknamed an 
“amtrack” in the Marines — 
from a ditch, a backfiring en- 
gine sparked the gas detona- 
tion shortly after 9:30 a.m. on 
Sept. 13 along Range 301 Road 
near the Bravo 3 “combat 
town” training site, 1st Marine 
Division investigators con- 
cluded. 

“They attempted to get un- 
stuck several times, and then I 
heard a pop sound and then it 
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MARINE CORPS 


Fueled by natural gas, a 20-foot pillar of fire engulfs an ar- 


mored Marine vehicle Sept. 13 along a Camp Pendleton road. 


leaves office. 


pursue the utility’s blueprint. 


Council, if at all. 


“There will be no deadline imposed by 
SEE SDG&E ¢ A10 


SUPPORTERS OF BALBOA PARK’S “UGLY STEPSISTER’ ARE PUSHING FOR A MAKEOVER 


BY JEANETTE STEELE 


It’s no fun being the younger 
sibling who gets no attention. 

That’s what Balboa Park 
preservationists say has hap- 
pened to the southern end ofthe 
city’s crown jewel park — an art 
deco area called the Palisades, 


anchored at the far end by the 
San Diego Air & Space Muse- 
um. 
With a new Comic-Con mu- 
seum in the works there, advo- 
cates are starting a campaign to 
revitalize the Palisades after 
what they see as years of neglect 
following the 1935-1936 Califor- 


nia Pacific International Expos- 
ition. 

“The time has truly come for 
a renaissance in the Palisades, 
to make this an attraction that 
is equal to the building and gar- 
dens of the Prado,” said Michael 
Kelly, president of the preserva- 
tion group Committee of One 


Hundred. 

“It was a beautiful place in 
1935. And much of it is kind of 
ugly today,” said Kelly, whose 
group coined the “ugly step- 
sister” label. 

The plan would require $10 
million to $20 million and could 
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“It was a beautiful 
place in 1935. 
And much of it is 
kind of ugly today.” 


Michael Kelly e Committee of One hundred 


TODAY’S DEAL 


U-T INDEX 


owned utility to go all green — but it 
wants the city to embrace its competing 
proposal before Mayor Kevin Faulconer 


On Friday, the city released SDG&E’s 
official plan to rival what’s known as 
Community Choice Aggregation. The 
proposal included a requirement that 
the city issue a formal decision by the 
first quarter of 2019 about whether to 


The mayor’s office dismissed the idea 
that the utility had any say in when an 
endorsement would be made to the City 
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